
 

 

Mountain Maryland Energy Advisory Committee 

December 11, 2013, 3:00 p.m., Garrett County Airport, McHenry, Maryland 

Meeting Minutes 

Committee members attending: Mike Koch, Tim Carney, Jim Torrington, Paul Durham, Dr. Ed Gates, Jo 
Gilman, Mike Dreisbach, Eric Guthrie, Bob Sutton  

Committee members not in attendance: Rodney Glotfelty, Dr. Stephen Hartlaub, David Dorsey 

Others attending: Jeff Simcoe, Cheryl DeBerry, Andrea Varrato 

In the temporary absence of chair Mike Koch, Cheryl DeBerry opened the meeting at 3:02 pm by welcoming 
the members and thanking them for their service to the committee. 

Committee member introductions:  

Committee members were invited to introduce themselves and provide a short description of their 
background related to the energy issue. 

 
Review Committee Charge (Attachment A) and Member Description (Attachment B) documents: 

Chair Koch provided background to committee members about previous energy related efforts made by 
Garrett County and answered questions about committee member responsibilities and the committee 
charge.   

 
Review Maryland open meeting laws and ‘rules of engagement’: 

Mr. Simcoe reviewed the ‘rules of engagement’ for the committee members and provided guidance on the 
Maryland open meeting laws.  One committee member had already taken the open meeting laws class and 
obtained a certificate.  Members were encouraged to take the class as well.   

 
Review work process framework: 

Chair Koch shared the major components of the work process framework for the committee (Attachment C).  
For sharing of resources and communicating with one another outside of meetings, Mike Koch suggested a 
working blog that is publically viewable but editable only by committee members.  Emails can be sent to 
Cheryl DeBerry to be aggregated and sent to all committee members on a weekly basis. 

 
Review topics to be covered: 

The group was invited to suggest subject matter experts with expertise that may be of service to the 
committee.  Subject matter experts will be invited to meetings once the meeting topics are set.  

 
Expected outcomes: 

Chair Koch outlined the vision of committee outcomes, which are expected to be as practical and results 
oriented as possible.  Recommendations from the committee should provide direct, real value to Garrett and 
Allegany County commissioners.  There will be a need to gain consensus for county recommendations.  
Committee members suggested that more controversial items be presented as potential opportunities that 
note both pros and cons of both sides or as recommendations with caveats.  Committee members agreed 



 

 

that particular attention should be given to differences in zoning, infrastructure, etc. between Garrett and 
Allegany counties and how those differences would change the recommendations of the committee.  

 
Discussion: 

The next meeting, on January 8, 2014, will have a broad scope and will focus on global and nationwide energy 
trends.  At the meeting, any impractical opportunities (e.g., off shore wind) should be discarded so that the 
group can focus on opportunities that are viable for Garrett and Allegany counties.  [NOTE: The January 
meeting of the MMEAC was originally scheduled for January 8, 2014 but due to conflicts was moved to 
January 15, 2014. This change was made after the adjournment of the December 11, 2013 meeting. The 
website was updated immediately to inform the public of the change.] 

 
Adjourn: 

A motion was made by Mike Dreisbach, seconded by Tim Carney, to adjourn at 5:00 p.m. 
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