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BOARD OF GARRETT COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
PUBLIC MEETING 

April 18, 2017 
 

 
 IN ATTENDANCE     Chairman Paul C. Edwards 
        Commissioner James C. Hinebaugh, Jr.  
        Commissioner S. Larry Tichnell 
        
        County Administrator Kevin G. Null 
  

ADMINISTRATIVE SESSION 
  
The Administrative Session was open at 3:05 P.M.  
 

1. Appointment – Garrett Regional Medical Center Board of Governors – Chairman Paul Edwards Appointee.  
 Due to the resignation of William Weissgerber, recommendation to appoint James Bailey to fill the 
 unexpired term.  The Board of County Commissioners, on a motion by Commissioner Edwards, which was 
 seconded by Commissioner Hinebaugh, and made unanimous by Commissioner Tichnell, approved the 
 appointment of Mr. Bailey. 
 

2. The Board of County Commissioners second meeting in May will be held at the Kitzmiller Town Hall on 
Monday, May 22, 2016 at 6:00 P.M. 

 
3. Mr. Null reviewed several administrative and managerial matters under his authority and jurisdiction with 

the Board of County Commissioners. 
 
The Administrative Session was closed at 3:15 P.M.  
    
CALL TO ORDER OF PUBLIC SESSION at 4:05 PM    
  
PRAYER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Invocation by Pastor Kroll, Faith Evangelical Free Church  
 
PUBLIC SESSION 
     

1. Mr. Null indicated there were no additions or deletions to the Public Meeting Agenda.  The Board of County 
 Commissioners, on a motion by Commissioner Hinebaugh, which was seconded by Commissioner     

 Tichnell, and made unanimous by Chairman Edwards, approved the Public Meeting Agenda for April 18, 
 2017.  

  

2. The Board of County Commissioners, on a motion by Commissioner Tichnell, which was seconded by 
 Commissioner Hinebaugh, and made unanimous by Chairman Edwards, approved the Public Meeting 
 Minutes of April 3, 2017. 
 

3. Proclamation:  Garrett County Humane Society – Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Month – April 2017.  
    
4.   Garrett County Purchasing Department presented the following for approval: 
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RFP Award:  Stoploss, Prescription Drug, & Vision-RFP # 17-0220.  Based upon an analysis and guidance from 
CBIZ, the Health Care Coalition is recommending the following contracts be awarded:  

 
A. Stoploss Insurance - Five (5) bids were received.  The Purchasing Department recommended 

awarding the contract to SunLife (Incumbent) in the amount of $697,438.  This represents a savings 
of 2% ($13,580). 
 

B. Prescription Drugs - Six (6) bids were received.  The Purchasing Department recommended 
awarding the contract to CaremarkPCS Health LLC in the amount of $2,502,000.  This represents a 
savings of $400,000 - due to deeper discounts and rebates. 

         
C. Vision - Eight (8) bids were received.  The Purchasing Department recommended awarding the 

contract to National Vision Administrators, LLC (Incumbent) in the amount of $105,172.  This 
represents a 10% increase, however, the rate is guaranteed for four (4) years. 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, on a motion by Commissioner Hinebaugh, which was seconded by  
 Commissioner Tichnell, and made unanimous by Chairman Edwards, approved the recommended awards of 
 the Stoploss, Prescription Drug, and Vision contracts.   
 
 The Purchasing Department presented the following for approval, contingent on USDA concurrence: 
 

 Contract Award:  Western Conveyance System Pumping Station 8-2A, Contract # 17-0309 - Eight (8) bids 
 were received.  The Purchasing Department recommended awarding the bid to Beitzel Corporation in the 
 amount of $783,758.57. 
 

 The Board of County Commissioners, on a motion by Commissioner Tichnell, which was seconded by 
 Commissioner Hinebaugh, and made unanimous by Chairman Edwards, approved the contract for Beitzel 
 Corporation.   

 
5.   Garrett County Department of Economic Development - Applicants for Appalachian Regional Commission 

 (ARC) funded projects made presentations to the Board.  The projects will be ranked and submitted to ARC 
 for  consideration of funding.    

 

 The following eight (8) projects were presented for the Appalachian Regional Commission Fiscal Year 2018 
 Project Requests: 

 

1. Keyser’s Ridge Water Infrastructure - Phase 2-ARC Funds $500,00 
2. America’s Entrepreneurial Schools Designation for Pk-12-ARC Funds-$50,000 
3.  Empowering Students to Achieve Through Arts & Entertainment – GLAF - ARC Funds $10,000 
4. Experiential Learning for Partners After School-Garrett College - ARC Funds $5,531 
5. Video Phone Communications System-Garrett Regional Medical Center - ARC funds $181,919 
6.  Town of Accident Phase 2 WWTP Upgrade - ARC Funds $439,000 
7. Wildlife Viewing Area - Town of Friendsville - ARC Funds $21,000 
8. Primary Care Expansion-Mountain Laurel Medical Center - ARC Funds $312,283.11 

                                  
6.  Public Commentary:  

 

 Maryland Municipal League Convention is June 26, 2017 in Ocean City.  The Governor and his staff 
will be in attendance. 

 Question on status of economic impact study conducted related to the impact of fracking.  Would  
   the Board support a study focusing on tourism, jobs, and economic development?  The Board  
   indicated they would be willing to consider continuing with the study but would need to determine  
   if existing funding from ARC could be used. 
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 Question on the status of the zoning ordinance amendment approved by the Garrett County  
   Planning Commission that would ban fracking in the Deep Creek Lake zone.  The current Zoning  
   Ordinance is incompatible with state law and this should just be a house keeping issue.  The Board  
   indicated that they would review the issue with legal counsel and the Garrett County Planning &  
   Land Management. 

 The Mayor of Friendsville thanked the Board for its support of the Towns. 
         

7.  The Board of Garrett County Commissioners next scheduled Public Meeting will be Monday, May 1, 2017 at 
 4:00 p.m. at the Public Meeting Room, Garrett County Courthouse.  
 
 ADJOURNMENT:  The Board of County Commissioners, on a motion by Commissioner Hinebaugh, which was 
 seconded by Commissioner Tichnell, and made unanimous by Chairman Edwards, adjourned the Public Meeting 
 at 5:37 P.M. 
 
 Attest:       By Order of the Board, 
 
 _______________________________   _______________________________ 
 Kevin G. Null      Paul C. Edwards, Chairman 
 County Administrator     Board of County Commissioners  
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